Affordable workspace
London Plan
There are currently no ‘boroughs should’ policies in the London Plan relating to affordable workspace. Policy 4.1 a indicates that the Mayor will work with partners to ensure ‘the availability of sufficient and suitable workspaces in terms of type, size and cost.’ So the London Plan doesn’t preclude boroughs requiring a % of workspace as affordable, but stops short of requiring all boroughs to have an affordable workspace requirement. However, the need for affordable space is stressed in sections relating to industrial premises, creative industries, small shops and ‘innovative’ firms.
Borough policies
Several boroughs are introducing planning policies which will require the provision affordable workspace.
Hackney’s proposed policy DM16 indicates the council will seek 10% of new floorspace within major commercial development schemes/ major mixed use schemes in designated employment areas to be affordable workspace, subject to viability. Reprovision of existing low value employment floorspace in redevelopment schemes is also required, subject to caveats. Financial contributions for off site provision permitted if on-site provision is not possible.
Islington’s  proposed policy DM33 does not specify a particular % of affordable workspace in new developments, rather it requires an ‘appropriate amount’ of affordable workspace in major development proposals in certain locations, and compensatory provision when existing low value workspace is lost (though with caveats). In exceptional circumstances financial contributions for off-site provision is allowed in lieu of on site provision.
It appears that both Hackney and Islington expect affordable workspace to be managed by a registered affordable workspace provider.
Issues
What is affordable for local businesses? Do affordable workspaces (secured through the planning system) benefit small firms – what are their experiences?  
Is the provision of affordable workspace effective in preventing displacement when existing low cost space is lost through redevelopment?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Weak wording of affordable workspace policies could reduce provision – allowing developers to ‘wriggle out’ of obligations by providing workspace that isn’t really affordable because it’s a high % of market rent, or providing a smaller % of affordable space than that required by policy because of viability considerations.
Is it worthwhile to press for an affordable workspace policy in the next iteration of the London Plan?
