Just Space  #FALP14
Notes on revisions to chapter 4 (Economy) of the London Plan in FALP 
Note that many other chapters touch on economy issues.
There is no equivalent of the "Economic evidence base" document.
Policy changes are in bold and § means paragraph number of supporting text.
Broad view: There are fairly few changes proposed. 
Growth of total employment is expected to be steady, strong. [Relationship with population growth & labour supply not clear, nor the consequent implications for commuting over GLA boundary.M.E.] 'Social enterprises' have merged into "voluntary" §4.5
Employment growth seen as very much concentrated in central London.
Role of London Economy Partnership (LEP) now written in explicitly §4.9A. There is an emphasis on infrastructure as a foundation for growth. §4.4A
Liberalisation of Permitted Development rights (office to housing) will be monitored P4.2Ae by Mayor and boroughs §4.13A (Some areas are exempted by govt.)
In the Central Activities Zone (CAZ) boroughs may protect small office units <500m2 & require reinstatement/provision P4.3B c/d .  Clearly worried about losses of affordable office space §4.17A.  London Office Policy Review is now out and lies behind all this. Major new office production is foreseen. A CAZ Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG) is promised.
Protection of strategic industrial land unchanged except text says releases should pref be concentrated at transport nodes §4.23. More generally the FALP clearly plans to damp down and constrain the new(office) and expected (retail) national policies which enable change of use without specific permission ("Permitted Development"). This needs close attention from JS.
Tourism, culture, no change.    §4.48a is strong on the value of Pubs as community assets.
Retail: Policies unchanged except need for "consolidation" foreseen in places. P4.7C.  Lots of new text on slower growth of physical retailing / opportunities to switch land to residential, liberally laced with "carefully" §4.40-43.  Insertion of "and related facilities and services" into texts and policies looks valuable.   See the Ramidus report on which it depends.
[Clear from John Lett talk at LSE and from various places in the FALP that they envisage growth and concentration in CAZ and a few major centres (Westfields etc) + possible survival of corner/local shops but substantial shrinkage in the intervening-size centres. ]
New §4.50A on importance of clusters of inter-dependent etc businesses - but it's only in a town centre context.  Would be good to get scope broadened.  See also chapter 2, §2.15 on Town Centres.
"New and Emerging" sectors survives with minor changes, Tech City and "Med City" now mentioned in P4.10 and with emphasis on small, startup, "grow-on" and affordable spaces in those contexts §4.53
FALP and all the backup documents (including LOPR on offices and Ramidus report on retailing) can be downloaded directly or indirectly from our web-site's Greater London page
http://justspace.org.uk/planning-level/greater-london
Please will everyone post their observations, analyses, comments on the web site - either at that London Plan page http://justspace.org.uk/planning-level/greater-london/ or at the Economy topic page, as relevant http://justspace.org.uk/category/economy-and-planning
summary/comment by M. Edwards Just Space page 1 of 1
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