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London Plan Chapter 1 Good Growth policies
Draft for discussion 

GG1 Building strong and inclusive communities

Interaction and participation will play an important role in building a city where all play an active part in the decisions that affect them. They will give voice to the diverse needs across London’s communities, particularly the needs of those under-represented or completely excluded, and make a significant contribution to the reduction of social and economic inequality.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Neighbourhoods that are healthy and inclusive will have facilities, amenities and community spaces that are accessible and affordable to everyone, now and for future generations. These spaces are highly valued for the opportunities they provide for social interaction, community networking and empowerment and in every neighbourhood they will be audited.

Engagement with communities will be a meaningful and continuous process, with real opportunities for co-production.

The definition of inclusive communities should come from the bottom up, from the lived experiences of people and groups. This should include not only residential communities and groups protected under the Equalities Act, but also local businesses, social enterprises and other organisations which are part of London’s neighbourhoods. 

The GLA should facilitate more ways and resources for groups and networks to meet, around particular issues and cross-cutting issues. The GLA should support communities to map out their assets, networks and relationships as well as good practices and good work that’s being done on the ground by community groups and organisations.

It is essential to make plan-making and planning decisions more accountable and everyone should be involved in these processes, in line with the proposals in the Just Space ‘Towards a Community-Led Plan for London’ Public Participation and Community Involvement in Planning chapter.


Changes to the policy:

Introduce new points:

· ensure full public participation and scrutiny of planning decisions, Local Plans, Opportunity Area Planning Frameworks, the London Plan etc, from the early stages through to implementation and monitoring

· identify resources and support to enable a wide range of interests to participate, taking into account the particular needs of different groups

Point A –ensure that London’s economic and other opportunities are taken up and reflected in equal outcomes first of all for those who face socio-economic disadvantage or exclusion …

Point D – Promote the crucial role of town centres, high streets and neighbourhoods..
GG2  Making the Best Use of Land 

Organising development and shaping growth should be done in ways that meet the needs and aspirations of the people and communities of London in an inclusive, fair and sustainable way, coordinated with development beyond its boundary. New models of development and regeneration will prioritise social sustainability and social infrastructure; the protection of existing settled communities to support Londoners’ attachment to place and sense of belonging; delivered to achieve the decent homes, densities, place-making and sustainable development needed by —and sensitive to— communities and localities.

A more sustainable pattern of development will be achieved through a greater recognition of a more polycentric geography for London; together with rebalancing employment and housing demands to protect and enhance diverse workspaces and the localised economy; lifetime neighbourhoods and, in outer London, lifetime suburbs, providing many key activities and facilities locally, reducing the need to travel; a crucial role for active travel and public transport, including orbital and smaller scale investments; and meeting challenging environmental limits, targets and opportunities. Implementation with clear impact evaluation and monitoring will optimise delivery.
Key land use policies (especially those governing densities and essential social & affordable housing provision) will be made firmer (less flexible, less negotiable) to give greater certainty in the land market: specifically aiming to ensure that developers don’t pay more for sites than is consistent with meeting development plan requirements.
Changes to the policy:

The first sentence should be changed along the lines of:

To achieve sustainable development that meets the needs of communities now and for future generations…

Introduce new points at the forefront:
· best use of land will be measured in terms of socio-economic and environmental value, not just financial viability. 

· plan for more dispersed patterns of development, in order to achieve inclusive and well connected Lifetime Neighbourhoods and Lifetime Suburbs

· prioritise the protection of existing uses that meet the needs of local communities


Point A – Delete the word ‘prioritise’. Development in Opportunity Areas etc must not displace existing resident and business communities, social infrastructure, networks and other assets that are valuable to people who live and work in these areas

Point C – this should include local economic audits and socio-economic impact assessments


GG3: Creating a Healthy City

A healthy city is one where everyone enjoys a healthy urban environment to live, work, learn and play, regardless of their income, their background, or the part of London they live in.
The London Plan’s policies must act to bring air pollution down to safe levels, while encouraging active travel by making it safer and pleasanter to walk and cycle in the city. In practice, this includes:
There is strong evidence that people with better access to the natural environment are less prone to mental illness. Access to green space may also increase physical activity. The London Plan must mandate boroughs to ensure that everyone in London is no more than 5 minutes’ walk away from high-quality nature, and maintain the current policy of ensuring that no one is more than 10 minutes from a local park or open space.
Planning policies can have a significant impact on access to healthy and unhealthy food. Furthermore, the London Plan must require that all new developments improve local residents’ access to affordable fresh healthy food, or at least maintain it where this access is already good. 
Changes to the policy:
Introduce new points:
· Reduce the need to travel by continuing to encourage development which contributes to lifetime neighbourhoods
· Not allow any new roads in the capital, and restrict any new river crossings to those reserved for public transport, walking and cycling.
· Widespread pedestrianisation of central London and local town centres, and provision of safe walking and cycling infrastructure along roads
· Ensure that new schools, care homes and hospitals are not built near main roads
· support and resource a community development approach to addressing health inequalities
· support social prescribing through protecting and enhancing existing community and social infrastructure

Point A – include a requirement for Boroughs to conduct inclusive Joint Strategic Needs Assessments to support their plans and strategies
Point D – this should include social, cultural and gendered aspects of health, across diverse groups
Point G -  by supporting healthy and affordable food businesses on high streets, markets, town centres, as well as ensuring sufficient space for community-led food growing 


GG4: Delivering the homes Londoners need

The London Plan should prioritise the delivery of not-for-profit rented homes, including social rented and community-led housing, particularly on land owned by the GLA Group, Local Authorities and other public bodies. 
All new homes should be energy positive, built to lifetime home standards and provided at densities which are sensitive to the diverse needs of London’s communities and take into account social and green infrastructure, as well as affordable access to public transport, as part of Lifetime Neighbourhoods and Lifetime Suburbs. Caring for all existing homes and communities should be prioritised through investment in energy efficiency infrastructure and sustainable retrofitting and adaptations. Not-for-profit homes must be protected from loss through redevelopment.
The delivery of new homes and measures to protect and improve existing homes will apply across the whole range of housing types and sizes, with steps taken to increase provision where there is evidence of consistent shortage and poor living conditions. These processes will ensure the full involvement of all London’s communities in housing decisions, supporting capacity building for social tenants, private renters and groups with specialist needs.
Changes to the policy:
The first sentence should be changed along the lines of:
To ensure that everyone across all household sizes, income levels and specialist needs is able to live in all parts of London in secure, high quality homes they can afford…
New points should be added:
· prioritise the protection of existing not for profit homes and retrofitting and adaptations to ensure energy efficiency

· ensure the participation of London’s communities in housing decisions in line with the proposed changes to Policy GG1
Point A – should be changed to: Ensure new homes are delivered to meet the full extent of backlog, current and future housing needs, as identified in the SHMA and other evidence base documents
Point B – should set a target for social rented instead, and refer to targets for family homes and specialist accommodation
Point C – Support diverse and inclusive communities?


GG5 Growing a good economy

The economy of London should be managed in ways which foster the reduction of inequality, especially of in-work poverty, sustaining London’s production of goods and services valued by its citizens, by the rest of the UK and for export. It will, in particular, foster and nurture the sectoral and ethnic diversity of economic activity in the interests both of robustness and fairness, paying attention to the social and environmental value of activity alongside private profitability. Growing activity is to be expected in greening the economy, in attending to the safety and environmental performance of the building and vehicle stocks and in moving towards a more circular economy.
Land use and transport powers should be used alongside powers to manage and influence education, training and skills through the LEAP and alongside the procurement and employment powers of the GLA Family. Aims there will be to reduce the discrimination against SMEs and ethnic and other minorities (including the disabled), extend the implementation of the London Living Wage and foster good jobs with security and progression prospects, halting the drift towards casual and insecure work which are the source of so much in-work poverty.
Land use planning will be grounded in a much closer understanding of the social, environmental and interlocking economic value of public and private enterprises across all sectors and localities. This is especially important in respect of Opportunity Areas, Housing Zones, land in and behind High Streets and other localities subject to planned development policy designations by the Mayor and Local Planning Authorities (and in major development applications). In these cases social impact appraisals will be made in advance of decisions, evaluation criteria including the effects of change on jobs being lost as well as gained, travel and emissions impacts and cultural effects. To this end the Mayor will support and strengthen community and employer organisations in their contribution to understanding and policy-making.
Changes to the policy:
The first sentence should start with: ‘To protect and support London’s everyday economy/diverse local economies …’ 

Introduce new points:
· ensure that the success of London’s economy is measured in different terms: to deliver human wellbeing and address growing inequalities, all within environmental limits. These should be linked to Key Performance Indicators for the London Plan and the Economic Development Strategy. 
· ensure that planning decisions and plan-making are based on evidence of the contribution of London’s diverse local economies, the interconnectedness between activities and sectors and the particular needs of businesses 
· support all London’s diverse economic activities and sectors to become greener
· protect and enhance land uses and activities that play a significant role in the transition to a circular economy (e.g. recycling, repairs)






GG6: Increasing Efficiency and Resilience

Integrating and delivering on environmental, social and economic goals, to live within environmental limits and a just society that is more resilient to changing circumstances, including extreme weather events and climate change. Strengthening targets in the light of the Paris Agreement 2015, to move away from fossil fuels and fuel poverty by scaling up retrofitting, increasing energy efficiency and renewables, within systems that are democratically controlled locally.
It is essential to ensure stewardship of the environment in which biodiversity/nature and community food growing can thrive. Applying the principles of a circular and sharing economy where waste is purposefully used and reused as a resource to maximise the green economy and minimise adverse environmental impacts. Protecting and enhancing the Blue Ribbon Network not only for its amenity and natural qualities but also for its transport and economic abilities.

Changes to the policy:

Introduce new points:

· Make London a Blue Green City, as a cross-cutting approach to sustainable water supply and drainage, flood risk management and green infrastructure.

· Prioritise investment and interventions to benefit first of all those who are at greatest socio-economic disadvantage and face health inequalities

Point A: the target to become zero carbon should be more ambitious

Point D: include public and community ownership of renewable energy 
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