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Public Realm 
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M40. Would Policy D7 provide a justified and effective strategic framework for delivering high quality public realm? In particular:

a)  Would Policy D7 relate to strategic planning matters, particularly in relation to street furniture and management and ongoing maintenance of the public realm?

Paragraph 3.7.2 states: “The quality of the public realm has a significant influence on quality of life because it affects people’s sense of place, security and belonging, as well as having an influence on a range of health and social factors.” Management can affect the success or failure of public realm and so should be included in policy. 

Equally, we support the principles of the Public London Charter which seeks to ensure public spaces are not privatised but publicly accessible to all Londoners, in conformity with strategic principles: promoting social development in Greater London and promoting the improvement of the environment in Greater London.

 
b)  Would the criteria of the policy be justified and effective, in relation to matters such as sunlight, the natural environment and meanwhile uses?

The criteria of this policy (as above para 3.7.2) is not effective for these reasons:
· It does not give enough importance to the natural environment as part of the public realm. 
· Urban Greening measures (Policy G5) should be referenced. 
· Shade is mentioned, but not sunlight. Sunlight throughout the year should be a part of the design of redeveloped or new public realm and is necessary for plants to grow.
· 
We suggest the following changes –

D7 H 
“Maximise the contribution green infrastructure makes to the public realm, with reference to Urban Greening Measures (G5), to support rainwater management through sustainable drainage, reduce exposure to air pollution, moderate surface and air temperature manage heat and increase biodiversity.” 

D 7 I “Ensure that shade and shelter and seating are provided, with sunlight throughout the year in parts of the space, to encourage people to spend time in a place.” 

Reasons: promoting the improvement of the environment in Greater London with regard to 
· reducing health inequality and promoting Londoners’ health 
· climate change and the consequences of climate change



c)  Overall, would it provide an effective and justified strategic framework for the preparation of local plans and neighbourhood plans in relation to this matter?

If the above alterations were made the policy would be effective. 



